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0O 0O 0O OO O O The difference between Davis framework and Janusian thinking is subtle butsignificant. In Davis'
framework, when we are facing two opposite and contra-dictory views, we are supposed to choose one of them. In
contrast, Janusianthinking is not about choosing one of the existing views and discarding theother. Instead, we
must come up with a new and creative perspective so thatit can accommodate and subsume all the contradictions.
The contradictionsat one level are no longer seen as a problem at the new level of thinking.It is in this type of
conceptual and cognitive transformation that discovererscreate a new theory that makes the co-existence of the
antitheses meaningful. The ability to view things from multiple perspectives and reconcile con-tradictions is in the
center of dialectical thinking. The origin of dialectics isa dialog between two or more people with different views but
wish to seek aresolution. Socratics, Hegel, and Marx are the most influential figures in thedevelopment of dialectical
thinking.According to Hegel, a dialectic process consists of three stages of thesis,antithesis, and synthesis. An
antithesis contradicts and negates the thesis. The tension between the thesis and antithesis is resolved by synthesis.
Eachstage of the dialectic thinking process makes implicit contradictions in thepreceding stage explicit. An
important dialectical principle in Hegel's systemis the transition from quantity to quality. In the commonly used
expression,"the last straw that broke the camel's back”, the one additional straw is aquantitative change, where a
breakdown camel is a qualitative change. Thenegation of the negation is another important principle for Hegel. To
Hegel,human history is a dialectical process.Hegel was criticized by materialist or Maxist dialectics. In Karl
Marx'sown words, his dialectic method is the direct opposite of Hegel's. To Marx,the material world determines
the mind. Marxists see contradiction as thesource of development. In this view, class struggle is the contradiction
thatplays the central role in social and political life. In Chapter 1 we introducedhow internalism and externalism
differ in terms of their views of the natureof science and its role in the society. Dialectic thinking does seem to have
aunique place in a diverse range of contexts.
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