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(0 O Africa is already beleaguered by infectious diseases, such as AIDS and malaria, but now thecontinents
residents face growing health threats from preventable illnesses brought on by lifestylechanges, such as from poor
diets and smoking. In an effort to stave off these maladies, advocateshave turned their sights on tobacco use, which
is on the rise throughout Africa and projected todouble by 2021. Of the approximately one billion people across
the world who use tobacco, 60million to 80 million live in Africa.[] 00 Along with lobbying for higher tobacco taxes
and broader public health messages, advocatesare hoping to eliminate smoking in public places in an effort to
protect people from both first-and second-hand smoke. About a billion people worldwide live in municipalities
where smokingis outlawed in public places, according to a report published Tuesday by Global
SmokefreePartnership [ a joint initiative backed by the American Cancer Society, Johns Hopkins
BloombergSchool of Public Health, Johnson & Johnson, Pfizer and 14 other entities[] and announced in timefor
the African Organization for Research and Training in Cancers [0 AORTICO "Cancer in Africa"conference taking
place this week in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Reducing secondhand smokeexposure can reduce the rates of lung
cancer, heart attacks and breathing trouble in populations.[] [ "Its one of the most frustrating things,” Thomas
Glynn, director of International CancerControl for the American Cancer Society [1 ACS[ and acting head of the
Global SmokefreePartnership says, about knowing that many nicotine-related illnesses can be prevented—
—especially among those who do not smoke——with the right laws and education. A few countriesin Africa have
taken a firm stance on public smoking, the Indian Ocean nation, Mauritius,and South Africa have passed strong
national smoke-free laws, and Nigerias capital, Abuja,has a local ordinance in effect. But in many areas throughout
the continent, politicallyconnected and economically strong tobacco companies——and their addictive products
——areshaping up to be a substantial opponent [ British American Tobacco, a member of the industrygroup the
Tobacco Institute of Southern Africa, did not respond to request for comment[] .
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