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00 O O In addition, we have no universally accepted definition of what is part of theoperating system. A simple
viewpoint is that it includes everything a vendorships when you order "the operating system." The features
included, however,vary greatly across systems. Some systems take up less than 1 megabyte ofspace and lack even a
full-screen editor, whereas others require gigabytes ofspace and are entirely based on graphical windowing systems.
O A kilobyte, orKB, is 1,024 bytes; a megabyte, or MB, is 1,0242 bytes; and a gigabyte, or GB, is1,0243 bytes.
Computer manufacturers often round off these numbers and saythat a megabyte is 1 million bytes and a gigabyte is
1 billion bytes.. A morecommon definition is that the operating system is the one program runningat all times on
the computer [ usually called the kernel[d , with all else beingsystems programs and application programs. This
last definition is the onethat we generally follow. The matter of what constitutes an operating system has become
increas-ingly important. In 1998, the United States Department of Justice filed suitagainst Microsoft, in essence
claiming that Microsoft included too much func-tionality in its operating systems and thus prevented application
vendors fromcompeting. For example, a web browser was an integral part of the operatingsystem. As a result,
Microsoft was found guilty of using its operating systemmonopoly to limit competition.
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