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[0 O When astronaut Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon for the first time[d on July 2000 196901 it
representedone of the most inspiring achievements in mans history to millions of people throughout the world. But
to asmall organization called the International Flat Earth Research Society[] it was nothing more than a piece
ofcleverly stage-managed science-fiction trickery.[1 [0 And Armstrongs historic words when stepping down from
the Eagle module onto the dusty lunar surfaceabout 24001 000 miles from earth —— "one small step for a man{]
one giant leap for mankind"—— was a phrase thatcould have come only from the pen of a scriptwriter.] [0 As for
the pictures reputedly taken in space showing the earth to be a rotating spherel] well(J they were justtoo ludicrous
for words. The sun] say the Flat Earthers[] circuits the earth instead of the earth revolving aroundthe sun ——a
notion that most people take for granted.[] [ The society[] whose membership is currently estimated to be about
1074000 dismisses much of acceptedmodern thinking about the shape of the earth as sheer nonsense and is
convinced that the entire human race isbeing subjected to the greatest hoax in history.[J [J From its headquarters in
Lancaster] Californiall the society wages a war of words through newsletters andpamphlets against the evils of
science.lJ O The society was founded about 1800 in Great Britain and the United States and[] says its American
presidentCharles Johnson[J] was descended from the Zetetic society[] which took its name from an ancient
Greekphilosophical school of skeptics. It survived under this name until 19561 when its general secretary[]
SamuelShentonJ of Kent[J Englandd changed the name to the present title.[] [J The societys belief is this[] that
the earth is flatC] with the land masses grouped around the central point ofthe North Pole.[] [0 The Antarctic
region is not the compact island mass it is commonly believed to be but an impenetrable ice-cold girdle around the
earth. The Flat Earthers argue that transantarctic expeditions have never happened.Explorerst] misled by
instrument faultsC] merely traveled an icy arc within the girdle.
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