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WorldTrade [0 1 0 Text B From GATT to WTO--The Institutionalization of WorldTrade O 11 0 Unit5Text A
New Horizon for Tomorrows Electrical and ElectronicEngineeringText B World Wide WebAppeal to
ReadersPractice Exercise IUnit 6 Text A Scientific Knowledge and the Young ScientistText B Measurement of
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Responsibility for the Survival of HumankindPractice Exercise 11 Test YourselfKey to ExercisesGlossary

Page 4



00004, tushu007.com
<2100 0000.0 0 >>

good

[0 O Does adding more people tothe planet make society any worseoff[]

Lately economists have tended to reject gloom-and-doom scenar-ios of impending environmental catastrophe,
concluding that popula-tion growth only slightly perturbs living standards. At the meeting,however, two
economists unveiled a new analysis suggesting thatmore people do impose a cost on society——one that could run
thou-sands of dollars a head. If the analysis holds up in this hotly debatedarea of economics, the result could be
"extremely important,” sayspopulation biologist Jeol Cohen of Rockefeller University in New YorkCity. "It makes
clear the interest of the present generation in slowingpopulation growth." Economists William Nordhaus and
Joseph Boyer of Yale Univer-sity took a fresh look at the old question of how population growthmight affect a
countrys economic well-being. They used global datafor 13 regions on gross domestic product [0 GDPL[I , capital,
and popu-lation from the 1960s to the 1990s to project the costs to society ofeach additional person, years into the
future. The team went a stepfurther than other economists ,have by estimating, for the first time,the economic costs
of a slightly warmer planet as each persons ac-tivities spew out more-greenhouse gases~. Also unlike
previousmodels, the researchers analyzed .how parental decisions affect theeconomic well-being of not just the
current generation but future gen-erations, through the 22nd century.
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