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IntroductionsOld friendsC] different choicesPersonal InformationJust who are you?LifestyleLiving with
peopleDescriptionsHigh fashion] low budgetNationalitiesSo many kinds of EnglishPersonalityChoosing a
mateFamilyOne big happy familyCity Lifeln a new cultureJobsHigh-tech gadgetsDaily RoutineBad
habitsTravelGetting there is half the funBusinessReal moneySchedulesNever enough free time[]
WeatherDisaster[]

EntertainmentWho needs advice?HomeFixing up the placeHealthLosing someoneShoppingHow can | help
you?FoodPutting food on the tableNewsBreaking newsAppendix[] Interaction LinksSelf-studyTest
PackVocabulary Preview
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[0 O The Listening and Speaking series promotes thedevelopment of listening skills in conjunction withspeaking
skills. Students who use this course willhave many opportunities in each unit to reflect onthe topics presented and
voice their own opinionsas well as talk about their own experiences in rela-tion to the topics. This connection
allows studentsto achieve a deeper level of comprehension of thematerial they are learning. It also recreates
thereal-world environment in which listening andspeaking roles alternate continuously. The recordings used in
Listening and Speaking 2 arebased on authentic conversations recorded withboth native and non-native speakers
of English(dJ and as such reflect a variety of speaker styles andperspectives. Authentic materials are an
importantresource for learning to listen in a second lan-guage. At firstC] authentic listening may seem
toochallenging because of the irregularity of level I theunpredictability of the contentl] and the accents ofthe
speakers. VVocabulary choices are often idio-syncratic because vocabulary choice depends onthe experiences]
interests] and style of the speaker.Colloquial vocabulary choice may be differentfrom the "textbook English" that
most studentshave studied in school.[J O Speaking style also presents an initial chal-lenge for learners. In
spontaneous conversationsspeakers may repeat themselves or begin speakingand then change what they were about
to say. They may not complete sentences or use correctwritten grammar. To provide learners with realisticlistening
experiencesl] the recordings in this courseattempt to capture some of these qualities ofauthentic conversation. The
material has beenmodified to provide just enough challenge todevelop the students listening skills without cre-ating
the anxiety and frustration students mayexperience with some authentic language encoun-ters.
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