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[0 O From that moment ond Christopher thought only about living[l Gathering his couragel] he began to fight
for his lifel] A few days later[] Christopher underwent an operation that helped restore some feeling to his upper
body[] StilllJ doctors emphasized his limitations[] He would never walk again[J He would never even breathe
again without the aid of a respirator] [1 [ Christopher set out to prove the doctors wrong First of allC] he
wanted to breathe on his own[ Five months after the accident] he asked to be taken off the respirator] He
managed 1ust 1O feeble breaths before being reconnected to the breathing tube] Refusing to be discouraged

O Christopher took a few more breaths the next day[] By the fourth dayd he was able to breathe seven minutes
without assistancel] After three months[] he could sustain himself for 90 minutes at a time[d By the end of 1995
(I he was able to go home[J [ [ Soon after that[1 Christopher felt ready to face the world again[] He had a
message to spread[] He wanted to tell people that no matter what challenges they faced[] they shouldn’ tgive up
[J Christopher began to make public appearancest] He gave a motivational speech in TorontoJ He spoke at a
Boston University5 graduation] Wherever Christopher appeared his speeches met with standing ovations-and
many teary faces[] O O Christopher also went back to work[] Clearly he couldn’ t play the roles he’ d played in
the past[] Instead he turned to directing] His first filmJ In the Gloaming[] proved he had not lost his creative
sparkd [J [0 Despite his brave attitude[d Christopher has had his share of* down” times[J In the year following
his accident] he had problems with blood clots[] Later[] he developed pneumonial] One day while doing
physical therapy[ he feUtothefloorandbrokehis arm[ [0 [0 Every day he struggled with the reality ofhis condition
0 “ Inthe morning I need 20 minutes to cry] ” he told a reporter[] After nighttime dreams of running and
playing with his son[] he needed the 20 minutes“ to wake up and make that shiftt] ” [ [ But after the tears

[0 Christopher always whispered1 “ And now[] forward[]

" With those words[] Christopher Reeve proved that although he had lost control of his body[] he still had his
couragel] his spiritC] and his inner strengthd In that sense[d he still was-and always would be-Superman(]
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