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00O 0O OO O O The background required for reading the book consists of the usual freshman/sophomore
courses in calculus and elementary differential equations. It is also helpful, butnot necessary, to have had some
exposure to physics. The book is also intended to be usedfor self-study. Both authors have been teaching the
material in the book to electrical engi-neering juniors for many years, and Bonnie Heck has been actively involved
in the use of the Web for enhancing education in the fields of signals, systems, and controls.As noted, key features
of the text include the use of online demos on the text-book website and the downloading of data from the Web in
order to carry out dataanalysis. In many of the demos, students may change various values to see what results.For
example, the frequencies making up a signal can be changed with the resulting ef-fect on the signal displayed, and
the parameters of a system's frequency response func-tion [J or transfer function] can be changed with the effect
on system performancedisplayed. In some of the demos, the students can hear the sounds that correspond tothe
signals being considered. There is also a demo on a mass-spring-damper systemthat provides an animation of the
output response resulting from the application ofvarious inputs. Via this demo, students can actually see the
characteristics of the re-sponse to an impulsive input, step input, and sinusoidal input. The reference to a demoin
the text is given by an icon in the left-hand margin, as illustrated here.
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