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Cong prismatic cylinder with 4 tiers of imageryJadeH.12.1 x D. 6.6 [ top and bottom[J cmLate Neolithic/early
historic period, Northwest Longshan, Qijia or Taosi culture,ca.2600-1700BCENorton Museum of Art, West Palm
Beach, Florida. Gift ofR. H. Norton, 50.31This small cong, typifying a jade popular in Liangzhu tombs, reflects the
stylistic end of a thousand-year-old cultural tradition of representation. The four tiers of imagery are not
characterized by representational images of the human face with headdress, eyes, and mouth but rather are defaced
versions, simplified geometrically as four horizontal lines crowning two shorter lines, a statement on geometry
rather than imagery. Also characteristic of the denouement of a once robust tradition is the tendency toward
creating a cylinder that is uniform in breadth from top to bottom, no longer wider at top and smaller at the bottom,
and no longer characterized by a middle ridge created by the use of a biconical drill. The cong appears decorative
rather than as a ritually charged work of art and may be compared with tendencies of a subsequent culture that
sought to simulate Liangzhu jade cong. The latter-Longshan and Erlitou cultures, known regionally as Qijia and
Taosi in northwest China-continued to produce jades in the tradition of Liangzhu but with a distinctly different
and local cast. The Norton cong may be compared with two similar sized cong with remnant lines, shadowing the
once crisp cartouches of registers layered up and down cong. The latter two derive from the Gansu site of
Houliugoucun in Jingning county [J Gu 2005.15: Color Plates 35, 36[1 .
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