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[0 O Educational institutions in the United States reflect the nations basic values——the idea ofequality of
opportunity. From elementary school through college[] Americans regard educationas the means by which the
inequalities among individuals are to be erased and by which everydesirable is to be achieved.[1 [1 The United
States does not have a national school system. All levels of government areinvolved in education and the
Department of Education oversees the programs implemented bythe public and private schools. Most children
start school at age five by attending kindergartenC] then there are six years of elementary school and two years of
middle school and four years ofhigh school. After high school the majority of students go on to college.
Undergraduates studieslead to a bachelors degree. It can be followed by masters and doctoral degrees. American
publicschools are free and open to all at elementary and secondary levelll but public universities chargetuition and
have entrance requirements.[] [J Every state has its own university[] asa general rule[J colleges tend to be smaller
and usuallyoffer only undergraduate degrees] while a university also offers graduate degrees. The universityis
usually divided into three categories. The public colleges usually charge lower tuition comparedwith private
institutions. Private universities are funded by a combination of endowments[] tuitionfees[] research grants(]
and gifts from their alumni. Therefore it would charge high tuition thanthe public ones. The third one is the junior
or community college. Therell students can generallycomplete their first two years of college courses at low cost
and remain close to home. There isno clear distinction between the quality of education provided at public and
private colleges orinstitutions. Taking the public universities of California and Virginia as example they
generallyrated on a par with the Ivy League.0 OO O [
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