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Kindergarten-Grade 2— Portly is trying to find his true self. He was born a hippopotamus, but is sick of wading in
water and eating boring, old grass. Searching for new possibilities, he sets off on a quest where he encounters a herd
of rhinoceros, a bat, an elephant, and a giraffe, and transforms himself into a hippo-gir-ele-bat-onoceros. Each new
identity has comical, albeit unsuccessful consequences. His adventures make him long for the cool waters of home
and grass. Portly and his parents are glad to be reunited, but when he sees a monkey swinging from tree to tree, he
knows his explorations must continue. The artist uses bright, sunny colors, portraying this jungle fantasy through
large, eye-catching paintings. Portly's multifaceted personality is well illustrated. While the theme is far from new,
children will enjoy the humorous tale and will identify with Portly's desire to try out new personas. A smooth
flowing, witty text gives this tale good storytime potential.— Be Astengo, Alachua County Library, Gainesville, FL
Copyright &copy; Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers
to the Hardcover edition.
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