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In March 2002, U.S. forces moved into the Shahikot Mountains, hoping to trap and eliminate a substantial number
of Al Qaeda fighters. They were handicapped almost fatally by their own lack of numbers, substandard logistics
support, the highest altitudes at which Americans had ever fought, and the frigid weather of the mountains. Victory
eluded them, although considerable damage was done to the enemy; and disaster may have been averted by the
actions of special operations teams drawn from Delta Force and Seal Team 6. These operatives put on a very
convincing demonstration of how much of the future of warfare may lie in the hands of small bands of experts
engaging the enemy by stealth, with heavy firepower on call, firepower that wasn't always available in Operation
Anaconda. Prizewinning Army Times reporter Naylor has written the best full-scale history of Operation
Anaconda to date.
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